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these 118 descriptions are introduced, 
word for word, into this Flora, which 
forms more than one third of the vo^^ 
lume, and they are placed there, 
whether or not Irfjuisiana affords an 
example. That we may not be ac^ 
cusedof e&aggeration« in 11 of theae 
families, viz. Tlis Mtuti, Ptumbagi- 
mu, Gallifgi'a, MeHa, Menupemuit 
Rutac^t Sempervtva, Sexl/raga Caiti, 
FicoUa Af«(M<om«,the author gives no 
descnption whatevter of the feiftily, and 
he concludes by telling its, that he found 
none of them lo Louiskoa. What is 
singular is, that at the condusion of 
the description of the family of Malpig* 
Ilia, he assures us that some plants ap> 
peared to him to be of this family, of 
which he bad not seen the! dowers ; 
hut every botanist knows, that the form 
of' the Malpighia is not exclusive in this 
family. 

iliis defect Is mt the only one. If 
the smalt number of plants »f which 
he speaks could he recc>gnij^, we 
ought to feel obliged to him. but this 
does not happen Oft^tl, and his des- 
criptions prdve that he has not examin- 
ed with caiie^-for example, be dwcribes 
clearly a speteies of Nelumbo, when he 
describes his new genus of Kap«ieone, 
a doUches vac that of Josephioft — « cro- 



ton in his Atakapaca, which he places 
in the family of ortjftf, notwithstanding 
what he says places it necessarily in 
that of the Euphoria. 

We might give mainy examples of 
thi» kind, but we afe inclined to be- 
lieve, that it is not tlie knowledge of 
planks of this fine country, so rich in 
vegetables, that he Would present in 
his Horai, but merely to show his 
anxious desire that some skilful bota.> 
nist would undertake this task. The 
noanner in which he expresses himself, 
in many passages, persuades us, that 
such was his laudable design, for flther* 
wise bow can we suppose, that a man 
of sense, after having occupied a pagd 
with the genus muco can finish by tell* 
ing us, trat Louisiana must be very 
rich m species of this genus, without 
mentioning a single one $ and he get» 
rid of two families of Algtt and Uepa' 
tyqatt by assuring us that they ofler 
a great fecundity and tariety in their' 
species, without saying a word of,any. 
The same negligence is displayed in so 
many parts cttthis work, that we be 
lieve the object of the author was 
what we have supposed, and we must 
acknowledge, that he has perfectly 
succeeded. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



A MODtRN JOSiis. 

MR. B ..lately an in^ab'ttaiit 
of a neighbouring town, ac- 
companied b^ four meny as asisintanfs 
in the management of his boat, set 
*a:il one daty to fistr. Dtffrng the 
voyage, tht; b'6at turning gaddenly, 
rentSiiAed fixed in a position, con- 
trary t<j her former course. In vain 
did her crew urge her to a tfhangCi— 
ill whatever direction they forced 
heri ui a short time.sbe-colistaQtIy 



restimed the old station. fn this 
dilemma,' they concluded that no- 
thing but prayers could avail, to 
prayers they all went. Couwience 
striick, perhaps, for some misdeed — > 
oivB of the crew Was seen to address 
hiiiis^f tvith more thati commoa 
fefveritj' j and as sapersthiofn is ever 
ready to adopt a cruel eitpedient, 
when seeking relief from either real 
or imagin^r^ woes, it was imme- 
diately concludcdi that this maaV 



J811.1 



Detached Jnecdoter. 



61 



sins was the cause of this miraculous 
tendency of the boat: his compa' 
nioos therefore came to the riesolu- 
tioo of throwing bim overboard. 
This; niodero Jonas nut yet convin- 
ced that he vras a prophet, and that 
a supernatural interposition of Pro- 
vidence would save him from im- 
mediate death'^ struggled hard — «u>- 
perior strength howevef prevailing, 
tile intended sacrifice was nearly 
accopiplishedi when the pr>or Tvretch, 
a<4 his last resourue, his last hope, of 
sat'etjr, caught hold of a rop6 a( th^ 
boat's sideV-a r<*PP which was at 
ci)CfB recogui^d as the cause of all 
their iVight. and which ip an in- 
stant citjnted their perturbed spir 
rits, and saved the aft'righted victim 
from a watery death. It now ap^ 
peared, that the giapnell, unobserv- 
i:d by any one; had unfortufi^tely 
tnlleii overboard, and that when the 
boat had run to the tei)gth of the 
rope, the grapiVell holding fast, she 
immediately, obeying th^ superior 
power, rode head to the wind. 

T. 

MAP OF FBANCE. 

The schenie of a general map of 
France from actual surveys^ origi- 
nated entirely with the late Cassini 
de Thgry, who sitperinteoded its 
execution during forty years. At 
his death, in 1784, t(ie whole was 
finished except Brittany. On bis 
son, the present M. Cassini, devol- 
ved the task of completing it ; and 
nothing remained ta be done bi^t the 
engraving of three plates, when the 
national conventioUi by its decree of 
the 21st of September, 'l793, thought 
proper to rob those at whose exppnse 
it had been executed, of their pro^ 
perty, and to deprive Cassiqi of the 
superintendence of his own work. 
The pressing remonstrances of the 
parties injured, at length procured an 
indentnlfication to be assigned them ; 
but this remained several years un- 
paid. " Had it not bee" for the 



kindness of the first constil," says M. 
Cassini, '• and the justice of the 
councii df state, the whole would 
have beien lost. They issued an or- 
der for our being paid the indemnir 
iication long be((bre settled." 

^BOTHER COLLEAGUE. 

"The title of brother, confrere, 
I know," says Cassini, " is no longer 
in fashion- It is the practice at pre^ 
sent to substitute that of colleague 
for it. For my part, however, re? 
garding less the propriety of the 
word than the sentiment it cypres- 
ses, I contiiiue to give the appella- 
tion pf brethren to ail the learned, 
and in particular to the members of 
the old @x>yal Academy of Sciences." 
The feelings of those who do not 
think on this poiiit with Cassi»># are 
not to be envied, 

MAN. 

'W» laugh at map in Labruyere ; 
we despise him in Pascal ; we hate 
him jo loL Rochefoucauld. 

IpLEHESS. 

Life is lost by the idle matt ; it is 
Speiit by the industrious. 

On the tomb of an idle man was 
written the following epitaph : 

" Here Oamis lies, for whom no 
day e'er dawn'd," 

ATHEISM, 

When we consider the number 
of great men, who have paid ho- 
mage to the Deity, might not the 
atheist exclaim as Diodes did, when 
he sanr Epicurus in a temple : " My 
doubts are removed — Epicurus oi) 
his knees proves the greatness of 

Jo?e." 

EABIY QATED pOOH. 

The Psalter of H57 has hitherto 
been considered as the earliest book 
printed with a date : and it deserves 
this distinction, if we understand 
by date not only the year, but the 
place where printed, and the name 
of the printers. Professor f ischer. 
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now at Moscow, found at M^otz an 
almanac for the year 1457, which 
maVj be said in some sort to be of 
earlier date. Bqt Baron Von Are- 
tin, principal librarian to the king 
of Bavaria, has found one still morp 
ancient, as it bears the date of 1 455. 
It is in the Germaif langnage, and 
entitled a Warning to Christendom 
against tlve Turks This book, which 
is in the Royal Library at Munich, 
has been amply described by the 
Baron in his Universal Literary In- 
dicatof, published at Munich in 
1807; and he ha^ annexed a fac 
simile of it, printed from stone, to 
his Academical Discourse on the 
first Effects of Printing, published 
in 18Q8, in 4to. The invention of 
the aft of printing has at length 
been completed by stereotype and 
lithography, thus ending, where it 
h^gan, with the tabular method. 

PftOHIBtTBD BOOKS. 

The c^iksorship of books had not 
long been established, before it was 
followed by a catalogue of books 
prohibited altogether, pr to be cor- 
rected. Zeal against pretended 
heterodoxy went so far, as to pro- 
hibit bopk; that never existed, and 
condemn persons as authors >yho 
hadliever written ^ single line, but 
■whose sentiments were suspected. 
Thus all the works of Knipperdol- 
ling, a faifipui) freebqoter, who could 
not write his own n^me, were pro- 
hibited : for w^ can scarcely sus- 
pect the censurei; of pupuing on the 
word VKyrks. Romvdus Paradisus too 
was enjoined never to make use of 
his own name, that be mioht not be 
guilty of a profanation of Paradise. 
Accordingly he was callfd Rvmw 
lus trium punctorum. 

NATIpiiAL PARTIALITY. 

The celebrated French antiquary, 
M. J^ljllin, member of the French 
Institute, ftf tjie Legjon of Honour, 
and of mo^t of the literary societi^ 



111 L-uiope, having inserted in thp 
Magasin £ncyc|opedi(|ue,. of which 
be is the editor, a translation of 
Strutt's Manners ^nd Customs of th<! 
English, has the following temper- 
ate antf on a passage, in which Mr. 
Strott boasts, that no nation ca^i 
show such a nunu'fous series of he- 
roes as the English :-— " It cannot be 
disputed, that the English b^d war- 
riors distinguished fpr their shining 
valouf, and noble courage ; but the 
patriotism of Mr. Strutt misleads 
|)ira, when he saj's, that in this re- 
spect np other iiatloo cat) be comr 
pared tq it. Thouj;li John was uut 
successfiij against Jldward and the 
valiant piacif Prinpe, he was as 
hrave, as he was full pf honour 
and probity. F^^'s^ard, vv|ipm Mr, 
Strutt quotes wjth reasoi^ as an au- 
thofity,' after having reported the 
short and i^oble harangue of the 
Black Prince, says of him :— " and 
the good king John, for his part, 
was a very brave ki\ight, at(d if ^ 
fourth parih of his jjpople had re- 
sembled him, the day would have 
beeti theirs.!' In those long and 
cruel warsj victory exhibited her ca- 
price; but l»oth in the French and 
in the English ^rmies there were 
warriors, whose names history de- 
lights to retrace. See that of the 
rivalry between France and Eng, 
l^nd, by M. Gaillard." 

I.ALANDE. 

I am passionately fond pf the sea, 
fsays Lalande, in his memoiis); I 
navfe had a ship engraved on my 
seal J with the nioon, wtiich. serves 
to guide it; and a Grepk motto, 
the signification of whicjt is science 
guided by virtue : for in nothing is 
science more necesg^iry tlian in na- 
vigation, and virtue coiidHcts the 
philosopher through the waves and 
storms pf lile, 

sMALL-eax. 
I have jt^st been reading an affect- 
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jug little epistle, in Latin verse, by 
M. Van Brnam, entitled, the Insta- 
bility of Human Happiness. It re- 
cords — a man and his wife, who had 
lived together ten years, happy in 
each other's aflectious, and in '■the 
education of an only son.- Thev 
Were all seized at the same time 
with the sroall-pox, The disease 
assumed a malignant aspect. At 
length it attained its height; and 
in the morning the son died — at 
noon, the wife — and at night, he 
who the day before was a beloved 
and loving husband, and affectionate 
father. 

ANCIEMT RECORDS. 

hfany facts transmitted to us ip 
verse, are not on this account the 
less authentic. It may be said per- 



haps that we are not to expect historic 
accuracy in poets : and jt must be 
confessed, that we find in them mar- 
vellous tales, exaggerations, and a 
mixture of truth and falsehood, which 
are ascribable to the ignorance and 
bad taste of the times. Bnt almo* 
as much may b$ objected to the con> 
temporary chronicles in prose ; yet 
this is not a safficieqt reason for 
rejecting indiscriminately the faru 
recorded ir) them, when we ipay 
presug;e they are true at the bottom, 
and only require to, be strippieij of 
certain accompaniments that savour 
of the fabulous, and of every thing 
that ajjpears hyperbolical and impro- 
bable, to rSjuce tbeqi to their orifj^r 
nal simplicity. 
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WOMAN. 

»»0M fat WORKS or james stv^ht, 
(jDST fubliiucd). 

VV HEN half creation's works were done, 
Just formed the stars, the glowing sun, 

And softly blushing skies ; 
And wide across earth's dewy lawn 
Gleamed the first glances of the dawn. 

And flowers began to rise : 

Clad in her robe of tender green, 
Nature delighted viewed the scene. 

Pleased with each novel form ; 
And from each sweetly-op'ning flower. 
From hiil and vale and shady bower, 

She culle4 soin« lovely chario. 

Soft o'er the Jily's glowing white, 
"Tinged vfith thie trembling ray of ligl^, 

She shed the rose's flush; 
Jiist as the first-born morning gale. 
Light-breathing o'er the spicy vale, 

Deepened its virgin blush. 

She drew the diamond from the mine. 
And lustre from the stars that shine 
Amid the cloudless sky j 



An^ purest pearls, obscurely tpr«^4a 
In ocean's dark and gloomy bed. 
Remote from mortal ere. 

She took th^ balmy vi'let's blue, 
The sweet carnation's mellow hue. 

Rich with the tear of night ; 
"Though the young beam of rising d^ 
Had melted half that tear away. 

In the first stream of light. 

^^d now in elegance arrayed, 
Her last, her fairest work she made, 

Almost a seraph's frame : 
To animate tliis form was g^ven 
A gentle spirit sent from heaveq. 

And Wai4AN was her name. 

Then oil her ^aftly-smiling face 
She lavished every wimiing grace, 

And every charm was there ( 
^pon her eye, the vi'let's blue. 
Upon her cheek, the rose's huf ; 

The lily every where. 

Yes, on that eye was seen to nfaj 

The lustre of the stellar ray, ■ 

The di^moad't humid glow I 



